New standard for medical equipment management programs.
This article is based on the current draft of a new AAMI equipment management standard (AAMI EQ56). Until now, no documentation has clearly specified the requirements for an equipment management program. At the time of the writing of this article, a February 1996 Committee Draft of the new standard was out for ballot and public review. Comments will be reviewed at a meeting of the AAMI Patient-Care Equipment Management Committee in June 1996, in conjunction with the AAMI Annual Meeting, and the standard could be formalized as early as October 1996. Readers should keep in mind that, while the final standard may differ somewhat from the material presented here, the author of this article and BI&T's staff felt that the interest of a very large portion of the AAMI membership warranted an advance article describing the content and general direction of the document.